5^.           GERMANY IN REVOLUTION

classes for their temperate attitude during the first
weeks of the Revolution. They despised the Emperor
personally for his flight, no doubt, but, after all, that
flight had saved them a world of trouble*

The German Revolution was a peculiar one* It did
not, like most revolutions, at first divide and disturb
the population, setting one class against another* On
the contrary, it reconciled* It healed the very old breach
between the Socialists and the bourgeois world, a breach
which had paralysed the political life of Germany;
the Socialists were no longer4* pariahs " ; the bourgeois
were no longer " enemies/' It is true that this healing
process did not begin with the Revolution, but before
it, before even the war started; but the Revolution
completed it and made it permanent*

Having made this promising beginning, the Socialists
were encouraged to go on in the same way* They did
this by issuing what might be described as a Call to Order
and a Call to Work* These are, so to say, the negative
and positive sides of the same ideal; " work *' is to be the
positive fruit reaped from a world which has been set in
a state of " order*" Again the Socialists appealed to all
classes, to the workman, the bourgeois, and the high
Conservative official; and again they were, at any rate
at the outset, not entirely disappointed*

The call to " keep order/' to " stand by/' was all the
more necessary as otherwise the whole complicated
rationing system of the country would have been